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SYLLABUS	
 

| EDUCATIONAL GOALS & LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Goals: 

The goals of this course are the following:   

1. To alert mental health professionals of a growing body of information about the 
potential dangers of marijuana use especially as it becomes legalized and thus more 
accessible. 

2. To keep mental health professionals abreast of the legal and ethical obligations and 
responsibilities as new laws, policies and precedents occur.  

Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this course:  

1. Participants will be able to describe 3 negative consequences of marijuana legalization 
learned from Colorado. 

2. Participants will be able to state 3 symptoms of marijuana abuse according to the DSM-5. 
3. Participants will be able to state 3 symptoms of marijuana withdrawal syndrome. 
4. Participants will be able to educate clients about 4 specific negative consequences for 

use of marijuana in children and teens. 
5. Describe 3 common pitfalls that lead to supervisor liability. 
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| COURSE OUTLINE	

1. OVERVIEW	OF	TODAYS	WORKSHOP	

2. PROP	16	EFFECTIVE	2018	
A. History	of	laws	around	marijuana	

B. The	conflict	between	state	and	federal	law	

C. The	implications	for	licensed	clinicians	

D. Specific	regulations	for	Santa	Barbara	

3. NEW	RESEARCH	AND	FINDINGS	IN	COLORADO	AND	OTHER	STATES	
A. The	negative	effects	of	marijuana	on	communities	

B. The	difference	between	yesterday’s	cannabis	and	now	

C. The	dangers	of	dabbing	

D. Children	and	teens:	risks	and	prevention	

4. IMPLICATIONS	FOR	CLINICAL	PRACTICE	
A. Standard	of	care:	appropriate	knowledge	of	risks	of	marijuana	use	

B. DSM	Diagnosis	of	marijuana	abuse	and	withdrawal	symptoms	

C. Resources	and	referrals	for	parents	

5. STANDARD	REMINDERS	
A. Reminders	for	supervisors	

B. Common	pitfalls	

C. Questions/case	examples	
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http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/44500222#/44500222/80 
Public Resources on Marijuana: 
 
 https://vimeo.com/280127474      Chronic State: How Marijuana Normalization Affects Communities. 
Documentary about after effects of legalization in CO. 
 
http://ccsa.ca/Resource%20Library/CCSA-Drug-Impaired-Driving-Toolkit-Facts-2016-en.pdf  (facts about 
driving and marijuana) 
 
Smart Approaches to Marijuana: Toolkit/downloadable resources found at www.Learnaboutsam.org. 
 
“Cannabinyzed: The Physical &Mental Effects of Marijuana” film by CNS Productions, 2016. Available on 
Hulu & other places for $4.99. 
 
https://www.bustle.com/articles/169238-6-health-risks-of-doing-dabs-you-should-know 
 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/29/smoking-weed-could-cost-teens_n_6063600.html    Article 
written by teen reporter in Chicago for local paper 
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“Confidentiality and its Exceptions (Including the US Patriot Act” by Bonnie R. Benitez, (Including the 
US Patriot Act) in The Therapist (July/August 2004). 
https://www.camft.org/images/PDFs/AttorneyArticles/Bonnie/Confidentiality_and_its_Exceptions.pdf 
 
California Civil Code 56.10 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=CIV&division=1.&title=&part=
2.6.&chapter=2.&article= 
 

On Supervision: 
“Supervisor, Beware: Ethical Dangers in Supervision”by Claudia J. Dewane in Social Work Today. Vol. 7 
No. 4 P. 34 
https://www.socialworktoday.com/archive/julyaug2007p34.shtml 
 
“Eye on Ethics: Making Difficult Decisions” by Frederic G. Reamer, PhD in Social Work Today. October 14, 
2002 
https://www.socialworktoday.com/news/eoe_101402.shtml  
	


